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Dear Salesian House Parents and Caregivers,

As we have reached the end of the school year, I take this opportunity to thank you 
for your trust in boarding at St Mark’s College. It has been an interesting year to say 
the least, as our boarding community, along with all boarding schools, experienced 
and worked with the challenges that COVID 19 presented. Although COVID caught up 
with us in Term 2, we were the only boarding house in South Australia in Term 1 where 
students did not need to go into COVID lockdown and isolation.

I have appreciated the opportunity to connect with you via our termly Teams meetings. 
These will continue next year on the Monday evening of Week 5 each term, although I 
know that Joe Murdock will keep you regularly up to date with necessary information 
and address any individual and immediate concerns that arise.

It was lovely to gather at the beginning of Term 4 for the long-delayed liturgy and 
BBQ to say farewell to Denise and David. They were so humbled by your messages of 
appreciation but are now enjoying the freedom and flexibility that retirement brings. 

I thank Joe Murdock, Jane Dickeson and the supervisors who have joined the Salesian 
House team this term – Isabella Arbon, Georgia Pryor and Sarah DeGioia. Any new 
team is going to bring fresh eyes, and some changes have been, and will continue to be 
implemented to ensure high standards of care consistent with national best practice 
in a boarding environment. I thank you for your support in helping students to adjust to 
these expectations and create a positive boarding community that has the wellbeing 
and learning of our students at its centre.

This will be the final newsletter for Salesian House. As our boarding students are 
integral to our tradition and culture at St Mark’s College, we will instead feature the 
boarding house in our College newsletters next year. 

I wish you all a wonderful Christmas and look forward to seeing you in 2023. 

 
Dr Sandra Hewson 

Principal
 

In Term 4 we farewelled our Year 12s Madison, Issy, Ian and Jasper, along with House 
Parents, Denise and David



It feels like only yesterday that I made 
the move to Port Pirie, and to say that 
the last 8 weeks have flown by would 
be an understatement. With so much 
taking place in the final term of the year, 
we often forget to stop, reflect and give 
thanks. 

So I would like to take this opportunity to 
firstly thank each member of the Salesian 
Boarding House Community for making 
me feel welcome here at St Mark’s, 
particularly Sandra Hewson, Jo Court, 
Katie Pole and Sarah Freer.

I speak from experience when saying that 
change can often pose challenges and 
uneasiness. I commend each student in 
the Boarding House for coming along for 
the ride and having a positive mindset. As 
you would all be aware, much has and will 
continue to change as we move forward. 
However, what excites me most about 
Salesian House is the quality of young 
men and women who reside here, and 
the opportunities and future that awaits 
Boarding at St Mark’s.

I am eager to see what 2023 has in 
store. Year 12 Boarder Tayah has been 
elected as Salesian House Captain - 
congratulations Tayah. I look forward 
to working with you in your final year 
of schooling. We welcomed a number 
of new students to the Boarding House 
on Sunday evening for orientation. 
I personally would like to welcome; 
Isabella, Cash,  Jed, Oscar, Stephen, 
Mackenzie and their families to the 
Salesian House community. 

I would like to congratulate the Boarders 
who were recognised at the Bosco 
Presentation Night:

• Sophie- Year 10, Academic 
Excellence

• Georgia- Year 12, Business Innovation 
and Essential English Subject 
Awards

• Isabelle- Year 12, Agricultural 
Production Subject Award, Salesian 
House Award and Soroptomist 
International Award

On behalf of Salesian House I would like 
to wish Year 11 Boarder Zac all the best 
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for his future as his time at St Mark’s and 
Salesian House has come to an end. Zac 
is pursuing his career in Agriculture and 
moving back to Yorke Peninsula to work 
on his family farm.  

Boarding Schools are unique and require 
many cogs to allow the well-oiled 
machine to function effectively. Without 
these ‘cogs’ students cannot function 
to the best of their ability and receive 
quality care to ensure that they thrive. 
The team which cleans Salesian House 
- Tash, Tan, Dusty and Adam ensure that 
your children live in a clean and safe 
environment. The quality of cleaning here 
is of the highest standard and I thank 
each of our cleaners for their great work.

Our chef Ben Westdorp, who is supported 
by Jayne James, always goes above 
and beyond to ensure healthy, quality 
and delicious meals are provided. From 
breakfast to supper, I can confidently 
say that the food which is served here in 
Salesian House is well and truly leading 
the way in SA Boarding Schools. 

The Maintenance Team - Paul, Andrew, 
Phil and Steve have been nothing short 
of incredible over the last 6 weeks. They 
have flipped rooms, installed copious 
amounts of equipment, moved a lot of 
furniture and ensured that the Boarding 
House jobs are completed in a timely 
manner. 

I would like to wish you all a safe and 
Merry Christmas. May the sun shine 
brightly and the festive season allow rest 
and relaxation. I look forward to seeing 
you all in the new year.

Kind regards,

 
Mr Joe Murdock, Director of Boarding

AWARDS > Joe presenting the Salesian 
House Award to Isabelle



Georgia and Issy on their final 
day of school

Jasper receives a candle from 
Adelyn at the Year 12 Farewell 
Mass

CAMP > Codi and Dakota on Year 10 Camp

AWARDS > Sophie receiving her award at 
Bosco Presentation Night

Ian is presented with his sash at 
the Year 12 Farewell Mass

Farewell to our Year 12 Boarders

Madison with Jannah and 
Matilda at the Year 12 Farewell 
Mass

Around Salesian House and the College

TECHNOLOGY > Luke learning welding skills 
with Mr Murphy

BOARDING > Alex, Chloe and Cooper checking 
out the new TV in Salesian House

ACTIVITIES > Alex, Bridie and Codi 
decorating a Christmas gingerbread house

ACTIVITIES > The Boarders enjoying after 
school games



END OF YEAR LITURGY > The Boarders gathered in the Chapel for the End of Year Liturgy
ACTIVITIES > Emily decorating Christmas 
biscuits

CHRISTMAS > College staff joined the 
Salesian House community to celebrate 
Christmas

MASS > David, Denise and Jane at the Year 12 
Candle Mass

MOCK GRADUATION > Issy dressed up for 
the Mock Graduation with Alex and Chloe

SHEARING > 
Alan, Luke, Zac, 
Max and Alex 
participated in 
the week long 
Shearing course 
at McNally Farm

AWARDS > Georgia receiving her awards at 
Bosco Presentation Night


